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To all Miniſters and Teachers zn 
Churches and Schools, Grace, Mercy, 
and Peace from Gop the Father, and 41 
our Loren Jesus CyRIsT, in the 


 Fellowſlnþp of the Hoy GruosT. 


Dearly beloved Brethren, 


IVE me Leave, who am the leaft of all the 

Servants L jEsUs CHRIST, for the Love 

wherewith God hath loved us in his Son, to dedicate 

650 you the fallmwing Treatiſe. For tho” I be the meanc/? 
res Member in the Spiritual Body 7 CHRIST (zf /» 

» much may be allowed me) yet am I thereby made Par- 
1 ** taker of the Life, Spirit, and Power reſiding in Him, 
| - as our bleſed Head. 7. there be any Thing herein 

4 confo;mable to the Mind of our great Shepherd, and 
proceeding from the Energy of his Spirit, why ſhould 
| it not be readily received? And if, after a true 
 Oprritudl Trial theresf,, you find any Thing faulty or 
imperfett, commend it to the Merty of our great 
Seeber, 15 convert in me by. the gr Herg, Influence of 


his Spirit. 
F [ ds not offer this as a Piece of great Learning. 
Indeed, the plain Truth of my Gop, ſet forth in its 
| natural Luſtre, and the leaſt Communicati:n of his 
+. 4. Sor 2 the Heart, is infinitely more valuable 
8 to me, than all the Learning of this World. And my 
only boaſting in the LorD is this, that I have betaken 
myſelf to that School wherein the higheſt Wiſdom is, 
To know JESUS CHRIST, and Him crucified. And 
the I, ' who have jcarce learned the fir/t Elements 
| MIC) 2 therenf, 
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thereof, have the Boldneſs to repeat this my Leſſon in 
the Hearing of all, yet ought it not to be deem'd an 
Efeft of Pride; but the Love of my Neighbour con- 
ftraineth me. 

My Soul hath been many Times grieved at the ap- 
parent Corruption, as of Men in general, ſo 4 our 
Order in particular; and more eſpecially when J 


ſaw that the Fear 4 Man is become the Epidemical 


0 

Diftemper of our Teachers. When I reflect on the 
one Hand, with what Spirit, with what Foy, with 
what undaunted Courage and Boldneſs the antient Ser- 
dants of GoD ſet aſide all Regard of Man, and 
delivered as the Ambaſſadors of the Lokp, their 
Meſſage fully and plainly, tho it expoſed them to the 
evident Hazard of their Lives; and on the other, 
how gently and ſoftly we go about it now, and how 
little we manifeſt the Truth to the Conſcience of every 
Han: When I morezver conſidered, how much they 
/uffered with CHRIST their Loxp, for the Sake of 
their Tefiimony ; and how the maſi of us take Care to 
preach 5 ſmoothly, as not to incur the leaſt Shadow of 
their Sufferings : The Difference between us and them 
appeared ſo exceedingly great, that I could not but be 
aſtoniſhed at it. 


Brethren, I ſpeak with Plainneſs and Simplicity. 


ILhen our LoRD and Maſter was in this World, 
He was ſe far from deſiring the Riches, Henours, or 
Pleaſures f it, that He was indeed the pooreſt and 
mol deſpiſed among lden: Entirely ſpending all the 
Days of his Humiliation, in procuring our Salvation. 
Ana tis He that tells us, Whoſoever doth not bear 
his Croſs, and come after Me, cannot be my 
Diſciple. Wie therefore ought io be ſo many ſhining 
Lights by our hearty Denial of all the Riches, Honours, 
and Pleaſures of this World; and by employing our 
Lives entirely in the Aſſiſtgnce of our Neighbours. 
But if, on the contrary, we ſeek worldly Things, 
then we depart from our glorjous Pattern ; — is 

| there 
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| there any Thing that doth more effeftually deprive us of 


the Bleſſing of Gop upon our Calling. For, ſure it 
is, the more we are concerned for Honour, Profit, or 
Eaſe, the leſs ſhall we be concern'd to promote the. 
Good of our Neighbour. And as long as our Minds 
are not wholly conformable to the Mind of our great 
Shepherd, it is impoſſible He ſhould be well pleas'd 
with us; for He trieth the Hearts and Reins. On 
the contrary, did we deſire nothing in the World, we 
ould not fear it. 

Did we duly conſider, that there is a Day before us 
when we muſt give an Account to the great Biſhop of 
our Souls, whether, according to his Example, we 
had nathing elſe in our Eye but the Salvation of Man- 
kind, ſhould we not apply ourſelves to our Duty with 
another Kind of Fervor than we have hitherto done? 
Should we not more effetlually clear ourſelves from all 
Suſpicion of either fearing or deſiring any Thing in 
this World? Should we not be more carneſt to admoniſh 
every one in particular? Should we not wreſtle mare 
in our Prayers for them ? Shquld we not, as ſoon as 
any good Deſire appear'd in any, more readily lend him 
our helping Hand, that theSpark of Grace might be blown 
up into a Flame? Should not our outward Converſation 
be more holy, and conſequently more edifying ® Verity, 
my Brethren, I fear we hade Reaſon to be aſhamed, 
when we read what one n. * A Chriſtian ought to 
be ſo enkindled and all-flamiig with Divine Love, 
and both inwardly and outwardly ſo conformable ta 
God, that whenever any one came to him, he might 
« hear nothing from him but GoD : and his Heart and 
Mind ought to be 1 * d on Him by burning Love, 
and fo ready in all Things faithfully to obey his Will, 
& that ſuch as viſited: him, tho with cold and luke- 


© warm Hearts, might be heated, and ſet on Fire 


« him As we ſee cold and dead Coals are kindled, 
oben they are put to glowing ones. 
A IT. | 1 have 
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1 have opened my Mouth, my Brethren, and addr/t 
= you with the Simplicity of a Child, and am very wil- 
ling to appear mean in pour Eyes; only deſpije not the 
Truth, which is not mine, but my Lok D' and Sa- 
viour s. I am nit aſhamed to acknowledge that 1 
count not myſelf to have apprehended, or to be 
already perfect. But this I jay (my Conſcience bear- 

ing me 2 uneſs in the Holy Ghojt, which alſo the Rig h- 
teous Fudge will teſhify for me at the great Day) that 
fince I have found Grace in the Eyes of my LoRD, to 
perceive my own Miſery, and the Narrow IVay to eſcape 
from it, all my Thoughts and Endeavours have been 
bent, in the Faithſulneſs of my Heart, to continue 
therem, to purſue it more eagerly Day by Day, and as 
far as poſſible, to direct Men to it. I neither de- 
ſpiſe nor envy any one of you that are of the ſame Func- 
tion with me. Nay, 1 know many among you to whom 
1 think myſelf unworthy to ds the meane/t Service. But 
I know many likewiſe, whoſe C onverſation i is not at all 
conformable to the Pattern CHRIST hath ſet us. And 
for theſe I heartily pray, that GoD would ſhew them 
the T bings that belong to their eternal Peace, Neither 
is my Heart in the lea, t incens'd againſt them that moſt 
unjuſtly flander and reproach me. But I compaſſionate 
them, ſince we muſt all a Day apf'ar before the 
fame Fudge : For my Part I cannot cali Black Thite, 
ner take him fer a Fill! wer of CHRIST, and a Pat- 
tern of his Fitz, in whom [ find nothing of the Mind 
that was in CHRIST. 

If any hing has been veuchſafed to me, it is this 
(wherein I he tily rejoice) that I have bern ade, 
thy” in a very tow Degree, Partaker of the Sufferings 
of CyRIsT. And it is the greateſ! Comfort to me, 
that the Men of this TWorld ſpeak all Hanner of Evil 
of me falſely, loading me with Cirjures ard Accuſeticns, 
the 35 whereof” the LORD will dijcover at 
that Day. 

Let 
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Let us all, my Brethren, think of this Great Day, 
and ſo even our Accumpts againſt it, that we may then 
appear with Foy and Confidence: Let us caſt away all 
Care, but This only, Let us drop all unprofitable 
Conteſt, and with united Hands carry on the IFork 
of the LORD, being heartily glad to ſee his Glory ad- 
vanced, be it by ourſelves or others. And I beſcech 
Gob from the Bottom of my Heart, to influence you 
all with a rich Meaſure of his Holy Spirit, to janttify 
you to Himſelf, and to pour his tranſcendent Bliſſing 
upon all vour Planting and Watering ! The Spirit f 
Leve and of Truth keep all your Hearts, and lead 
them into the Fellzwſhip of JesUs CHRIsT, who 


alone is able to give that true Peace, which the Morld 
cannot give. 
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CHAP L 


Of the Nature and Cauſes of the Fear of Man, 


1, GOD ing Fear of Man, in Things pertain- 
ing to Gop, is a moſt henious Vice, 
and a Kind of Idolatry, whereby 2 
Ä ; think, ſpeak, or do ſome Evil, or de- 
88588 cline thinking, ſpeaking, or doing ſome 
Good out of ſome Sort of Conſideration of Men, or 
Apprehenſion of their Piſpleaſure. Now the more 
there is of this Fear ſtill cleaving to Believers, the more 
dangerous is the Condition of their Souls. 
The Cauſes hereef are either Internal or External: 
The Internal are chiefly theſe: 
1. Unbelief, which is the Root of all Vices. 
2. The Love of the World, and the Things of the 
World, and the Want of Self-denial; which makes us 
fear Men wou'd prejudice us in our Reputation, Eſtate, 
or Eaſe, if we ſimply follow'd the Word of Gov. 
3 Falſe Humility, which is ſway'd more by the 
Authority of Men, than by the Word of Gop, and 
prompts us to refer all Things to the Judgment of 
Others, as underſtanding them better than n 
4. An 
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4. An Eager Deſire of viſible Succeſs in all ovr 
Undertakings ; whereas we ought to reſt ſatisfied with 
an Inward Victory, that is, with having kept a good 
Conſcience toward Gop. | 

5. Want of Experierce in the Ways of God, wi ich 
makes us heſitate in difficult Caſes, and indifpoſes the 
Soul to rely uponſzoD, fearing lcaſttle ſhould let us fail 
or miſcarry in them, or that it would be Preſumption 
and | empting of Gop, to caſt ourielves wholly upon 
Him. "This proceeds from our not having ſufficiently 
learn*d how dear they are to Go that encirely truſt in 
Him; and what powerful Aſſiſtance He affords to ac- 
compliſh his own Work in them. 

6. Neglect of Prayer. which not only prevents our 
obtaining a full Conqueſt over the Fear of Man. but 
Itkewiſe drives us down farther into the Stream of Hy- 
pocriſy. 

The External Cauſes are chiefly theſe: 

1. The Tyranny of Men in Power, who under Pre- 
tence of preſerving the public Peace, fetter the Conſci- 
ences both of Teachers and Hearers. 

2. The Forwardneſs of our Univerſities in dubbing 
of Hereticks: For they no fooner perceive any breal- 
ings forth of true Chriſtianity, but they are ſure, out 
of their great Zeal, to caſt a Slur upon it, by giving 
it an ill Name, 

3. The Examples and ſpecious Reaſonings of thole, 
who are bound dawn by the Fear of Man. 1 
4. Wife and Children, that by their ĩmportunate Way 
of Arguing, and unbelieving Tattle and Clamour, 

weary out and overcome many. a 

5. The Eſteem we have already gain'd in the World. 

Thoſe eſpeciall; who are in any eminent Poſt, find it 


hard to give up their darling Reputation, and ſuffer 


Re proach with the People of God. 

6. Too great Intimacy with the Children of this 
World; particularly, with Great and Honourable Men: 
Who, under Pretence of hearty Love and Kindneſs, 
are always cavtioning us not to venture too far. 

Laſtly, the Neglect of frequent Converſation with 
true Believers, y-ho walk in the Power of Faith. 
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CHAP II. 


Of the Signs and Effects of the Fear of Man. 


1. F-arful Man is not eaſily convinced of the 
A Truth; and though it be laid before him 
with the cleareſt Evidence, yet he ſtarts many Doubts 
and Scruples about it, leſt if he ſhould confeſs it too 
roundly, he ſhould be hated, perſecuted, or reputed a 
Heretick. | 

2. He is never ſo buſy in ſtarting Objections, as in 
Caſes that moſt tend to the Glory of Gov. 

3. When he is convinced of the Truth, he will not 
confeſs it before Men: Or if he do, tis only among 
the Lovers of Truth. But before the Enemies thereof 
he conceals or denies it, or talks ſo dubiouſly about it, 
as to leave them uncertain whether he believes it or no; 
at leaſt he takes Care ſo to order his Words, as to be 
able to give them always a handſome Turn, and ſo to 
come off without Trouble. If ke lives in à Place 
where Truth is profeſs'd, he owns it open mouth'd : 
but if he comes to another Place, he finds many Dif- 
ficulties in the Point, fo that he reſolves to halt between 
both, and leave it undetermin'd. 

4. When he finds he cannot avoid owning the Truth, 
yet he takes Care ſo to limit and pinch it, that it may 
appear tolerable ever to the Enemies of Truth. 

5. A fearful Man will at laſt break out into all 
avowed Confeſſion of Truth: But it is when he finds 
himſelf well back'd with Human Authority; that is, 
when a Perſon of unſpotted Reputation, and great 
Learning, hath aſſerted the ſame before him. Ac- 
.cordingly be is more careful to arm himſelf with a fine 
Train of Human Teftitnonies, than with the Word of 
Gop itſelt; and thinks he has a Right ſo to do, becauſe 
he ſees the chearful Confeſſors of Truth have ſome- 
times ſtop'd the Mouths of their ſhameleſs Adverſaries 
with ſuch Arguments. | 

6. When 
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G6. When ſome Good Work is to be done, he doth 
not undertake it with a ſimple Reliance on the living 
Gop : Bat when he finds good Patrons on his Side, he 
at laſt ſets about it. Yet when he ſees the Storm ariſe, 
and the Waves beat, he gives Way, and fo loſes all 
he had gaia'd. | 

7. He always finds ſomething to blame in the Be- 
. haviour of faithful Labourers. Sometimes he fears, 
they go too far.” Sometimes, finding nothing to 
tax in the Thing itſelf, he blames the Manner of doing 
it. When he nds nothing elſe to cavil at, he cries, 
the Work is not well timed: thus he always ſees 
ſome Fault; tho” indeed there is none but his own 
Want of Faith. | 

8, He is very apt to believe any falſe Reports againſt 
the faithful Children of Gop ; and becauſe his own 
Heart fails, he is very forward in warning them to 
take Heed to themſelves; thus by his Prudence damp- 
ing and ſtifling the Chearfulneſs of their Faith. 

9. He does not love that a Miniſter ſhould make too 
plain and particular an Application of his Sermons, 
or ſhew too great Earneſtneſs in his Function, or Pro- 
feſſion of Chriſtianity. 

10. A fearful Man is eaſily moved to Envy; eſpe 
cially when he ſees thoſe that are young acting chear- 
fully in Faith; and cries, ** That is none of his Buſi- 
e neſs, but muſt be left to thoſe of more Knowledge 
© and Experience.“ 

11. He either himſelf expoſes as Preſumptuous, 
Stubborn, Self-conceited, Proyd and Phariſaical, thoſe 
who, with a free and Child-like Spirit, break thro? all 
Oppoſition : Or at leaſt, fits on the Bench when they 
are thus condemn'd, and conſents to the unjuſt Sen- 
tence pronounced againſt thern. 

12. A fearful Miniſter reproves common People 
boldly ; but when he is to ſpeak to great and Ho- 
nourable Perſons, his Mouth is gagg'd. 

13. The Pulpit is a fearful Preacher's Strong-hold: 
But when he is to ſpeak Face to Face, and to bear 
Witneſs to the Truth by ſaying, ** Thou art the 
Man,” then he is very ſupple and complaiſant. 


14. When 
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14. When he hears profane, looſe, or fooliſh Talk- 
ing, he holds his Tongue, and when it comes from 
Great Men, he graces it with a Smile. 

15. Above all Things, a fearful Man cannot abide 
to be ſingular, | 

16. Sometimes he deſires to do ſomething to the 
Glory of Goo; but he ſoon confronts the Thought 
with“ What will People ſay?” And then fairly 
drops it. 

I 7: He cautioufly ſhuns frequent and familiar Con- 
verſation with the Members of Cnyr1sT that are de- 
{piſed by the World. Or if he be willing to converſe 
with them by Night and in ſecret, yet he cares not to 
appear with them in public. He rather appoints ſome 
certain Place to meet them, where it may not be 
taken Notice of. 

18. A fearful Preacher makes it his Buſineſs in his 
public Diſcourſes, to bring in ſomething againſt En- 
thuſiaſm and Fanaticiſm; and then he thinks he may 
venture to ſpeak the Truth: Which is true enough. For 
the World takes it for granted, That he means it as 
they apprehend it, that 1s, as ſpoken againſt thoſe, on 
whom they falſely beſtow thoſe Names. 

19. A fearful Man rejoiceth for a Time, while the 
Light of Truth ſhines upon him; but as ſoon as he 4s 
call'd to Account for it, he is fore afraid, makes many 
Excuſes, and by all Manner of Shifts and Evaſions, 
endeavours to extricate himſelf, and to get rid of the 
Suſpicion of it. 

20. Inſtead of reproving his Neighbour, he ſays, 
“ God is ſo merciful, that he does not doubt but He 
will himſelf reclaim him in due Time.“ 

21. When he is to preſs the inward Truth of Chriſ- 
tianity, he ſays, It is too high for them: If he is to 
enforce any Thing of outward Behaviour, he accounts 
it a little Thing, or elſe ſays, ** We mult not begin at 
outward I nings,” | 
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C1 AFP III. 


Of the Miſchief cauſed by the Fear of Man. 
ANY Thouſands of Souls are thereby kept 


back from a true Converſion : Becauſe they 
dare not ſuffer the Knowledge of the Truth to ſhine 
upon them in its full Strength, but hold it impriſon'd, 
as it were, by manifold Shitts and Pretences. 

2. Many who are already converted are hereby hin- 
dered from Growth in Holineſs : - As they deprive 
themſelves of many Opportunities (which they greatly 
need) to ſtrengthen and cdify themſelves in Gop, for 
this Fear wakes them avoid the Converſation of thoſe 
Who are moſt able to build them up in the Faith; and 
un into many other Sins againſt the Dictates of their 
own Conſcience, 

Again, as a free and ready Confeſſion of the Truth, 
nighly advances a Man in Faith and Love, fo the de- 
17ng or hiding it keeps him quite down, and hinders 
hire from attzining the Power of the Spirit, Many 


 kfow not what the Reaſon is, why they advance ſo 


fowly in Spiritnal Growth. It is plainly this, the 


Fear of Man lurking within, cats out the Vigour and 


Activity of the Life of Grace. Gon, *tis certain, does 
infinitely abound in Mercy, and would willingly every 

Day pour out new Bleflings upon us, But a fearful 
Man is not receptive of them, He doth. not act in 
Singleneſs of Heart, He dares not truſt Gop, and Gop 
therefore cannot fill him with the Fulneſs of his Graces, 
3. When Minifters, in particular, are unable to over- 
come, the Fear of Man, they grow dejected and heart- 
leſs in the Diſcharge of their Function, and ſcarce know 
themſelves what or how they ought to ſpeak. They 
become lillleſs in all their Performances: So that the 
moſt excellent Giſts which Gop has beſtowed upon 
them, become altogether fruitleſs, and what Good 
might have been done is either never attempted or left 
un- 
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unfiniſhed, Iadeed it cannot be expected that any one 
enſlaved to this Fear, ſhould ever by his cold Endea- 
vours, throughly reform any Abuſe of long Continu- 
ance, The Fear of Man! 15 always for maintaining Old 
Cuſtoms : And while every one is afraid of l os ton, 
Abhuſes arc author, 'd more and more, and 1 Things 
procced from bail 16 worſe, | 

And tho” there were I'wo or more ay Miniſters ig 
the faine Place, they will perform nothing worth, of 
their Calin: Nay, che one hindereth the ot from 
the faithful Diſcharge of his paſtors! Duty. Fea; it 
would be better for many to DADS for their Fellow 4. 
bourer, one that was openly wicizd, who ak er- 
haps, by his EKnot mities, Gees the Truth from then, 
ban a tmcrous Micedemus, Who by ſhurning : heu- 
ſelf, teaches them to ſhua the Light, 

Ard ſuch as the Minifter ie, ſuch are cog mei the 
Hearers. If he therefore be afraid, how will bis Hear, 
er; ever be excited to a tree Ch. cxcfalnel of Pai in? An 
thoſe of them, who, by the Grace of Go b, are Freed 
from this baſe Bondage, can never have any „Cong. 02 
in their Teacher. 'tiſl he is diſeng aged. (rom that f=rvile 
Spine, Many Miniſters wonder why the true Childre 
of Gop have fo little Confidence ig 50 Not cen- 
ſideti ing this Plain Reaſon of it, that their Fleck rerer 
ſaw in them the leaſt Proof of 2 
readily expoſes himſelf to any 
down his Life for Lis Sheep, 

Such Servar:ts- as theſe, God will rot nil ir Cue 
Time, to crown with Succtſs. He gilt manifeit his 
Glory in them, and rake bare his Arm before them 
But there is nothing of zl this, where Unbelief bath 
gained Admittance, and where the Honour due to Gon 
from and before all Men, is not undauntedly render'd 
to Flim. For a fearful Man truſts Gon no farther than 
his own poor Reon carries him. When any Thing 
croſſes that, he preſently giveth Way; and therefore, 
wanting the Courage of a lively I Faith, he can never 
beho?d the Glory of God. 

4. When the Well-wiſhers to Religion fee th 
who know the Truth, or at lea ought to do fo, 2 5 
31 Ward 
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ward in owning it, they are not a little incooraged to 
lay the Hypoctite themſelves, inſtead of freely and 
dly avowing their Maſter. And it often happens, 
that by the Fearfulneſs of one Eminent Man, 'Thou- 
ſands are infcdted with the Spirit of Hypocriſy and 
Diſſimolation. 

7. On the other Hand, when the Adverſaries of 
Truth, ſec them that love it, ſhun the Light, it 
ſtrengthens them in their bad Cauſe, concluding that 
if they were in the Right, they would have no Need 
to fear, and as, if you reſiſt the Devil, he will flee 
from you, ſo the Reverſe is full as true The more 
you fear, and give Way to the Devil and his Inſtru- 
ments, the more will they purſue and preſs upon you. 

6. In a Word, The Fear of Man, is the General 
Bane both of City and Country, Oar Superiors would 
2ppoint good Miniſters and Magiſtrates ; but they fear 
diſpleaſing this or the other Man, or Set of Men. The 
who ſhould ſpeak when a wicked Miniſter is . 
or Officer 1ecommended, bold their Tongues thro' 
Fear. In the Courts of Judicature, this Fear prevents 
juſtice, condemns the Innocent, ciears the Guilty, 
bereaves Widows ard Orphans of their Right, and 
caves the Irjur'd and Oppreſt without Remedy. And 
what does it profit a Man who is himſelf a Slave to this 
Fear, that he is ſenſible of the General Corruption? 
It only expoſes him to the more Pain. Being unwil- 
ling to break either with the World or Gop, he is 
look'd upon as an unfaithful Steward by both ; and 


he endures far more Trouble and Anxiety, than the 


breaking thro? with a ready Preſence of Faith would 
have coſt him. He finds no joyful, filial Aſſurance in 
Prayer. The Word of Gop has no Reliſh with him. 
He never atteins to the true Communion of Saints, 


and when he ſhould comfort and ſtrengthen others by 


exhorting them in the Power of God, he rather drives 
them to 3 and quenches the Holy Spirit in them. 
Thus he goes on without any Spiritual Experience, con- 
tenting himſelf with the bare Letter and Shadows of 
Chriſtianity, and a few ſounding Words, but being in 
the mean Time void of Scul and Life, of * and 

ower. 


CSI 


Power. And ſo falling at laſt into a State of Carnal Se- 


-/ curity, be carries others aifo along with him; often to 


the utter denying the Truth, and precipitating himſelf 
into final Deſtruction. 


$00000000000000000 
CHAT. IV. 


Of the Excuſes that are uſually made for the Fear of Man. 


As ſoon as we begin with true Hamility to acknow- 
ledge the Fear of Man, as a great and molt hei- 
nous Evil, and accordingly to watch and pray, and 
ſtrive againſt it, there is Hope we may overcome. But 
there are very few that will acknowledge it ; the very 
molt when charged therewith, labour to hide it 
with various Excuſes ; ſome of which are ſo piecious, 
that they blind the Eyes of many, ſo that they approve 
their Conduct, and praiſe their Saying. 

1. Should I] act thus, I ſhould ſoon be called to an 
Account ſor it.“ Well; but ſhould this hinder a 
faithful Servant from executing his Matler's Orders 
with all Sincerity ? ** But 1 thall be put to Charges 
and Trouble, nay perhaps be turned out of my Liveli- 
hood.” Perhaps not; Gop is well able to protect thee. 
But if Trouble do overtake thee, iiill have Faith in 
God, and thou ſhalt not be a Loojer for his Sake. 
God is a faithful Lord and Maſter. Be it only thy 
Care to be a faithful Servant. Whatever thou looteft 
in his Cauſe, He will reſtoce it to thee an hundred Fold. 
Happy art thou when thou ſuffereſt for Conſcience- 
ſake. Though Man caſt thee off, Gow will take thee 


| up. But if thou art unwilling to Joie thy Place for the 


Sake of a good Conſcience, it is plain thou ſerveit thy 

Belly, and not Gov. | | 
2, But I have a Wife and Children to take Care 
of.” Hear then what the Log p ſaith unto thee. He 
that loveth Father or Mother, Son or Daughter, more 
than me, is not worthy of ne.“ True it is, that he 
B * | who 
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who proviceth not for his own Houſe, hath denied 
the Faith, and is worſe thap an Infidel, But Gop's 
Honour muſt not ſoflet one Jot under Pretence of pro- 
viding for thy Family. Thou may ' not, on that 
Pretence, go out of the Way of the Commandment, 
to the Right Hand or to the Left. Thou mult do 
neuher 1: ifs. nor more, than if thou hadſt done: Only 
learn what that mcancth, Seck Je the Kingdom of Gon 
and his NR; 25 tc ouſi Els, and ail il '&e { hin: f "all th adacd 
lo cu. | 
3. But we mult not pull down Sufferings upon our 
OW 1! Heads, or willfully run into them.” Neither muſt 
thou be afraid of ſuffe:ing : As long as this Flinching 
from the Croſs is in thee, thy Faith 1s not right. When 
a god ] hing cannot be dere without ſuffering, thou 
alt abſolutely Fourd to take it up. 'Tis better to ſufſer 
All Things, than to have an evil Conſcience : Trouble 
not thyſelt, but do thou keartily the Will of Gop. 
He will not lay upon thee more than thou art able to 
bear. Thou repreſenteſt 'Ihings to thyſelf worſe than 
indeed they now are. Thau art afraid of Men: But 
olorify the Logy Gor in thy Heart, and they will be 
afraid of thee. 
© Why, we do what we can.“ Thou canſt not 


do any 'Thirg of thi ſelf; Cubis alone doth all that 


is Good in and by thee. But who can toaſt that he 
does as much as the Spuit of CHRIST enables him to 
do?. He that weighs all Things well, muſt needs ac- 
knowledge, be cannot anſwer to Geb , for the many 
Things ke hath omi cd, which he mi cht have overcome 
ty the Power of Faith, and v hich wil avpcar in 
judgment agaipſt him. At the Beginning very liitle 
aopears poſtible; Lut if we co on boidly relying upon 


Gov, we ſhall fird curſelves ſopported in doing greater. 


Things, y ea, able to do all Things thr CuzisT avhbo 
ftreng: Lene us. 

c. If tech as are leading Men. who ought to be 
„fore meſt in good Under kings, would but break the 
* the Ice, we world readily follow them; but we 
don't care to be the i&rii end rs, as if we were 
beiter than them Dea « Servant that A the 
orch 
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Torch before his Maſter, and yet does not think him- 
ſelf better than his Maſter. The Kingdom of Gop 
did not come firſt to Men of the firit Rank, or to them 
who made the greateſt Figure in the World When 
thou act to receive thy Reward, wilt thou refule to re- 
ceive it, *till thy Superior be paid firſt? In the Kiog- 
dom of God there muſt be no Diſpute about Precedency. 
Let not therefore the Unbelief of others keep thee 
beck in thy Race; knowing this, that if thou art con- 


. vinced of the Truth, and yet adeſt not according to 


thy Conviction, Gop will certainly puniſh thy Diſ- 
obedience, though thou ſhouldeſt appeal to Pope or 
Emperor, 

6. But I am no Miniſter, I have no Buſineſs to 
take Care of Men's Souls.“ No! Art thou not a 
Chriſtian (though not a Miniſter) and is it not the Bu- 
ſineſs, the bounden Duty of every Chriſtian, to en— 
deavour to bring his Neighbour hack into the right 
Way, whenever he fees him wancering in Vice anc 
Deluſion? Is not every Chriſtian One anointed Witl. 
the Spirit of CHRIST? who conſequently is bound to 
tread in hi: Steps, by making his whole Life one con- 
tinued Endeavour to fave all Men from the Wrath to 
come? Thou mayſt not indeed take upon thee to ad- 
miniſter the Sacraments, to caſt out of the Church, or 
receive the Penitent into it again; theſe ie the pe- 
culiar Offices of thoſe who are ſo call'd of God as was 
Aaron: But thou mull, at the Peril of thy Salvation, 
follow the Example of CyrisT as well as they. Thou, 
as well as they, muft obſerve ail the Laws of Cop; 
eſpecially that of doing Good unto all Men. Spiritual 
Gcod above all; fince *tis not to Miniſters alone, but 
to all Men that He hath faid, Tin Halt in any ae re- 
buke thy Nei leur, and not Juffer Sin upon him. 

7. However, we mult uſe Prudence.“ True; but 
there are two Sorts of it; One, that is from Above, 
the other from beneath. The former of thee :5 unte- 
proveable, and a moſt precious Gift of the AH IAigh. 
But that « Eich is from Beneath bath the App— atance 
indeed of Wiſdom, but is Earttiy, Senival, Deriiith, 
Where the Fear of the Lord is not continually Cefore 

| | the 
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the Eyes, there the Foundation of it is already laid. 
Where Faith is weak, there ſhe raiſes herſelf, when 
Love grows cold, then is ſhe ſtrong. She informs us 
how to pleaſe Gop without diſpleaſing the World; to 
follow CHRIST, ard yet avoid the Croſs, As Jong as 
the Kingdom of God conſiſts in Words only, ſhe can- 
not utter all ſhe has to ſay. But when it is to be de- 
monſtrated in Power, then ſhe has Recourſe to many 
Evaſions, and cautions others (out of hearty Good-will) 
not to venture too far. Then ſhe jumbles Light and 
Darkneſs together; ſhe ſhifts and turns every Way to 
keep the Croſs from her Shoulders. She ſwims with 
the Stream, and cares not to converſe with thoſe who 
ſuffer Reproach for Cyr15T's Sake, She keeps on in- 
deed the Appearance of Godlineſs as Jong as poſſible, 
and yet holdeth her Tongue where the Children of 
Gop are condemn'd; nay, ſometimes joins in pro- 
nouncing their Sentence. She does much Evil that 
Good may come of it. But who is able to deſcribe all 
the Faces of this horrible Monſter, which is come up 
out of the Bottomleſs Pit? *Tis true we muſt uſe Pru- 
denc2; but conſider well which Sort of Prudence thou 
wilt uſe. Yea, ſet thyſelf before this Glaſs, that thou 
mayſt know by which of theſe thou haſt ſquared thy 
Life and Actions hitherto. | 

8. But we muſt ſlay a little; another Time may 
« do better: We may do more Good by a little Delay.“ 
Where has God given thee Leave to delay 'till the 
next Moment, what may be done at this? Jo ut ſlip 
any Opportunity, in order to referve thyſelf for ſome 
more favourable Time? St. Paul bids us Redeem Time, or 
(more exactly according to the Greet) buy up every 
Opportunity, z. e. lay hold of it, as ſoon as ever it 
offers. Reſerving thyſelf for a more convenient Sea- 
ſon, proceeds purely from falſe Prudence. This Re- 
ſerve accuſtoms thee to Hypocriſy ; it continually 
ſtrengthens the Fear from which it flows, and will hin- 
der thee from ever meeting with an Opportunity to 
exert the true Power of Faith. 55 

9. To undertake a Thing without being able to 
© effect it, does more Hurt than Good; therefore *tis 
| 1 better 
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bu better not to begin.” Thou doſt well to compute 
the Charge of building before thou beginneſt to build 
the Tower. But whence wilt thou procure the Charge? 
From thy own Ability? No; that can never reach it. 
Begin thy Work with full Reliance upon Gob, and 
draw thy Supplies from Almighty Goodneſs and Wiſ- 
dom, and by this Means thou wilt be enabled to ac- 
compliſh at his Coſt, the Work once begun. 

Or if God, for Holy Reaſons ſhould not proſper thy 
Endeavours, it will be a Comfort to thee that thou 
haſt done thy Part ; and thy Conſcience will be more 
eaſy, than if thou haſt diltruſted Gob, and ſo never 
ſet about it. Perhaps he trieth thee hereby, and tho 
ithas not ſucceeded now, it may at another Time. I 
Perhaps thy very Endeavours may ſtir up many to an "2 
Imitation of thy Zeal. But if thou ſhould be diſap- A 
pointed in all thy good Purpoſes, ſhouldſt thou con- 
clude, That thy Work of Love had been in vain ? 
Examine thyſelf, whether thy Deſire of open Succeſs 
in all Things, be not the Effect of great Pride lurk- 
ing within? Be thou ſatisfied with the Inward Victory, 


N 


% {| A true Chriftian can never be dep:ived of, which con- f 
% ſiſts in thy continuing unweaned in the Patience of ' 
4 Hope. A 
| 10. © But we can't do all at once.” Thou unpro- 1 

4 fitable Servant, ſhould{ thou therefore bury thy Talent 4 
| 


ina Napkin, and do nothing at all? Thou knowelt 
not what thou canſt do, or rather, what Gop can do 
by thee. If thou wilt but lay aſide the Fear of Man, 
| and ſet out boldly in his Strength, Gop is able to do 
for and by thee exceeding abundantly, above all that 
thou canſt aſk or think. | 
11, © However we ought to go fair and ſoftly to 
* work, and do what Good we can, conſiderately and 
© by Degrees.” Ay, this is ſomething indeed. If 
we could but perſuade the Devil to go fair and ſoftly 
too! But alas, he walleth about like a roaring Lien, 
ſeeking avhom he may devour, What haſt thou then to 
do, but to %% him fledfaft in the Faith, and to preſs on 
in the Power of the Holy Get! The Devil laughs at 
all thy Fair and Softly : Give him but Time, and N 
wi 
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will not loſe a Moment. And the Blood of thoſe whom | 
1 — hath deſtroy'd will Gop require at thy 
Hands. | | E 


12. But an Edge too ſharp is eaſily turn'd.“ If | 


you would infer hence, That we ſhould not contend 
earneftly for the Faith, that it is not always Good to be 
zealouſly affected in a good Thing : or that we may 
ſometimes hide our Zeal, wink at the Faults of our 
Neighbours, or otherwiſe diſſemble with them: This 
is all falſe Prudence; this is direAly contrary to the 
Croſs of CHrIST. It is but juſt that we ew Lore and 
Meeknets toward all Men; elpecia'ly wiza we declare 
to them the overflowino Kindneſs of Gp. But at the 
ſame Time we muſt uſe all poſſible Ezrnefncſs, leſt 
our Love be made a Cloak for cur Wickedneſs. And 
whenever we do not, Unbelicf andthe Fear of Man 
are at the Bottom of our Hearts; however we labour 
by theſe ſpecious Words to excuſe our being neither hot 
nor cold. 
13. Bot it 15 viſible what great Diſorders ariſe 
% when People are too forward.” ?Tis very poſſible 
that young and unexperienced Chriſtians, may at fult 
make ſome falſe Steps. And this Mote in their Eye, 
you preſently diſcern ; nay, and perhaps triumph over 
them. Take Heed to thyſelf: We. ought to bes 
with the Faults of Beginners, with great Gentleneſs 
and compaſſionate Love: And if we think ourſelves 
more knowing than they, to ſet them right in the Spi- 
rit of Meekneſs. But Gon looks nat on Things with 
thy Eyes. There is a vaſt Difference between one 
that is ſtill Spiritually dead, and one that has recovered 
Life from Gon, tho? he is {:!! weak and incompaſt with 
Infirmity. Thou who art ſtronger, draw not back be- 
cauſe he is weak, Break thou thyſelf thro? thoſe Im- 
pediments, which he could not, and ſnew others by thy 
Example, how to ſerve Gop with more Purity and 
Wiſdom. | | 
14. By too open a Declaration, we may hinder a 
great Deal of Good that otherwiſe might, be done; 
„ nay, overturn all: whereas by a prudent concealing 
of ourſelves, we may do a great Deal of . 
| 15 
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This is nothing but another Piece of falſe Prudence : 
For though 'tis true that an Underſtanding Man finds 
a Time for Silence as well as for Speaking, yet à true 

Tc = Chriſtian ought to truſt in Gop, that He will ſo far 
nd = bleſs the Good he aims at, as that no other good Un- 
1 # dertaking will be hinder'd by it. If thou haſt not this 


delude thee at Pleaſure; always repreſenting ſuck 
Phantoms, as will make thee let go what thou haſt in 
thy Hand, to catch at a Shadow. 


' tho? they can't name ſo much as one Man whom they 
© have really converted to Gon, yet will not in any one 
Particular vigorouſly break thro* Oppoſition, “ for 
Fear of overturning All.“ All! Why thou hadſt 
never yet built up any Thing, which can be overthrown, 
But if Gop hath done ſome Good by thee already, 
then I doubt not but He will do more. ** There ſhall 
«© not any Man be able to ſtand before thee all the 
« Days of thy Life.“ „I will not fail thee nor for- 
| *' fake thee,” is his Promiſe to thee and all his Servants, 
And with this Promiſe every true Servant of Gon, may 

bid Defiance to the World. Remember, to him that 
© knoweth to do Good, and doth it not, to him it is 
„% Sin.” Let us but follow this Rule with Singleneſs 
of Heart, and refign to Gop the Care of what is to 
come. For no Good can ever be better advanced, than 
when one Wedge drives another, and we daily grow 
more bold, in heartily promoting the Cauſe of CuRIST, 
and the Good of his Church. | 

15. But we muſt have a Care of getting an III 
„Name: For then we ſhould do no Good at all:“ 
This is the grand Excuſe for the Fear of Man, and it 
is at the Bottom of almoſt all the reſt. "This is what 
the Men of Prudence never fail to urge Ih their De- 
fence ; and. in this they ſuppoſe themſelves impregna- 
ble. If I get an ill Name, I can do no Good.” Haſt 
thou learnt this in the Word of Gop? Hath Curisr 
taught thee this? Saith he not, Bled are Je aoben 
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their Company : Tea when they ſball reproach you, and 


ſtedfaſt Confidence in Gop, the Devil will be ſure to 


'Tis Matter of Wonder that there are many, who, 


Men ſhall hate you, and when they ſhall ſeparate yeu from 


caſt 
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caſi out your Name as Evil, for the Son of Man's Sake. 
Behold your Reward is great in Heaven; for in like 
Manner did their Fathers unto the Prophets. Moe unto you 
auben all Men ſhall ſpeak well of you; for fo did their Fa- 
thers to the falſe Prophets, To perſuade Men therefore 
that the Reproach of Cur1sT is an Hindrance to the 
Courſe of the Goſpel, is a true Fetch of the Devils, 
by which he endeavours to make void the Croſs of 
Cnr1sT: Whereas, on the contrary, every one of us 
muſt moſt certainly believe that he can do nothing at 
[ all to the Purpoſe, ſo long as he refuſes to wear the 
Badge of CHRIST. 

Ves; thou thinkeſt in thy Heart, by my being 
reſerved, and not expoſing myſelf, ſome may be won.“ 
Thou wilt only make Hypocrites like thyſelf; Men 
that are vainly . puffed up by a little Knowledge, and 
yet aſhamed of CHRIST and his Word, and unwilling : 
to ſuffer any Perſecution for the Crofs of CHAIST. 
But if once thou canſt reſolve, with unſhaken Preſence 
of Mind, to break looſe from the Bondage of Fearful- 
neſs, and thus to evidence thy Faith, by taking on 
thee the Reproach of CHa IST, then Others avaxing con- 

 faent Ly thy Sufferings, wwill be more embolden'd to ſpeak 
avithout Fear. | 
“ But we muſt not expoſe ourſelves: We muſt not 
| 4 ſuffer ourſelves to be made Fools of by others.” 
| We muſt not, I grant, do any Thing which is fooliſh, 
| 2. e. contrary tn God's word. But it is the Devil's 
Suggeſtion, that we ſhould expoſe ourſelves by directing 

|. our Actions preciſely according to it. Here it is, that 
=" St. Paul's Caution will do us great Service, Let no 
| Man deceive himſelf. IF any Man among you ſeemeth to be 
wiſe in this World, let him become a Fool, that he may l 

abe. Is it not a Same, when the Loxp of Glor» 

was taken for a Madman, and one poſſeſt by the De- 

| vil, for thee to be highly eſteemed of the World? By 
| this thou giveſt Evidence againſt thyfelf, that thou doit 
| X not belong to CHRIST, that thou knoweſt not the Dig- 
nity of his Croſs; and how then wilt thou be able to 
rejoice with Him? It neither can nor muſt be other- 
wife, Thou muſt be looked upcn as a Fool in tte 
| World, 
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World, if thou wilt be a Diſciple of CHRIST. It will 
not fail thee an Hair's Breadth, High and Low, Teach- 
ers and Hearers, muſt all alike be cenfured by the 
World, when once they carneitly turn themſelves to 
Gop. For as ſoon as they ceaſe to be conform'd to 
the faſhionable Ways of the World, the World is im- 
mediately offended, and begins to ſcoff and rail, charg- 
ing them with Fanaticiſm, din gularity, Pharalaical I1y- 
pocriſy, and what not? Loading them with a thouſand 
Lies and Calumnies. And te that is afraid of this Re- 
proach from the World, muſt continue an Hypoctite as 
long as he lives. 

16. Vet though we mult not be conform'd to the 
« World, we mult become all Things to ail Men,” as St. 
Paul teſtifies of himſelf he did, „hat by all Means he 
& might. gain fome.”” St, Paul gave ſuſticient Proof of 
his being an undaunted Woi:.man, to whom Gor had 
given not the Spirit of Fear, but the Spirit of Power: 
But what haſt thou to ſhew for thyſelf? Worldly- 
minded Mea can become All to All too; but from 
another Principle, by other Means, and for quite 
another End. Canſt thou expreſs the bold Alacrity of 
St. Paul, who was not afraid to withſtand St. Peter him- 
ſelf to the Face, when the Fear of Man had made him 
play the Hypocrite, % at others alſo avere carried 
away by his Dil/omuation? It 15 certainly a great Piece 
of W iſdom, ſo tt become Weak with the Weak, as 
not to loſe any Thing of our on Strength; fo to be- 
come All to All, as to ſtand free from all Manner of 
Hy pocriſy. Emine then thyſelf, whether the Ser- 
peat, with his Prudente, hath not perverted thy Mind 
from the Simplicity of CuRI5T. There is no Cloak 
that more plavſi'- covers the Fear of Man than this; 
therefore look toi that above ail Ihings thou diſ- 
pat: this Enemy „„ 

Neichet excuſe thy conforming to the World in 
rich jogths, Banqu: , Dancing, Plays, and the like, 
by ſayiug, I take r- Delight in theſe Trifles; bat 1 
++ ſubmit to them, that 1 may have the more Power 
* over them that do:“ Inis is one of the Fruits of 
our modein Religion, rais'd on Maxims of State- 
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Policy; but if we bring it to the Teſt, it is altogether 
inconſiſtent with e Truth, as it 7s in JESUS. ** But 
you are for taking away the Abuſe of theſe Things, 
*« and letting the Uſe remain.” The true Children of 
Gov, who are crucified to the World, can't find the 
leaſt true Uſe in them. When they would avoid or 
prevent any Fvil, or do any Good, either to their own 
Souls, or their Neighbour, they have no Need of the 
Devil's Rattles, but fly to their God, and commit their 
whole Cauſe to his Direction. They reſt themſelves, 
while they uſe only ſuch Meaſures as He direQs, in 
full Confidence that he will do what is beſt : And they 
erjoy even the neceſſary Refreſhments of their Bodies 
for no other End, but to ſpend the Strength received 
thereby, in humble Acknowledgment and Child-like 
Thankfulneſs, and to renew the Vigour of their Soul 
and Body for the Service of their Neighbours, 
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OF the Means whereby wwe may be deli ver'd from the Fear 
F Mar. 


I. fs Firit and moſt neceſſary of all Means is, a 
conſtant and carneſt Endeavour to free ourſelves 
from the moit dangerous Deceitfulneſs of our own 
Hearts, Nothing 1s a more fatal Hindrance of a 
Man's Salvation, than the falſe Conccit that he is 
already a Chriſtian, and ſo has no more Need of lay- 
ing again the Foundation of Repentance, or of the 
nt Converſion to Gon, | 
There is no Error which it is more difficult to remove 
than this: Eſpecially in a Miniſter; who having un- 
dertaken to ſhew others the Way to Heaven, preſup- 
poſes that he is himſelf therein. And becauſe he ſees 
but little Difference between himſelf and his Heaters, 
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and knows nothing of a ſaving Change of Heart, he 
by Wholeſale takes them All for Chriſtians; and, 
like a blind Phariſee, reproves nothiag bat outward 
Vices. His own inward Part being not yet cleanſed, 
he cannot awaken others ont of their Slumber, and 
bring them over from their falſe imaginary Faith, to a 
true, living Fe, working by Love. And by Mears 
of theſe eee Preachers, deſtitute of all ex- 
pelimental Knowledge of Spiritual Things, whole 
Pariſhes, Cities and Countries ate countenanced ia their 
carnal Security. 

Now when Gop is pleaſed to fend forth faithful 
Witneſſes of his ruth, wo awaken Men out of their 
Spiritual Slumber, then is the Devil moſt buſy to ſe- 
cond this Security with the Fear of Man; one fearing 
this, another that, ſo that both together choak the 
Truth of Gov in the Heart, The beſt Advice that can 
be given to a Man in this Caſe is, that he throughly 
ſearch into his own Condition, according to the Tenor 
of the Word of Gop, that le may not be deluded 
with vaia Hopes. By this Nieans he may come to a 
full Aſurancew t the State of his Sow, and feel the 
Spire Gen winefiin®> with bis Spirit, that. he is a 
Child of Gov: But till he will thus ſearch into the 
Bottom of his Heart, he cannot be freed from this 
Fear. Nor will he be able to make a tight uſe of any 
Means at all that may be offer'd bim: For without the 
Power of the Hol G-2/7, which *till then he cannot 
have, a Man will never get ſo far as to Rye Gop only 
in all his Actions: And ?till he does this, it is impoſſi- 
ble he ſhould diſcharge his Duty without the Fear of 
Man. 

2. As the Want of Self. denial! is One of the chief 
Cauſes of the Fear of Man, it will be abſolutely neceſ- 
ſary, in order to the ſubduing 1 it, to labour after a true 
Selt- denying Frame of Spirit: For as long as we fear 
the Loſs of our Eaſe, or Goods, or Honour, or Great- 
neſs in the World, ſo long we ſhall be loath, by a 
cloſe ſo}! owing the Steps of our Lon p. to incur the 
Diſpleaſure of Men; 'till, therefore, a Man““ renounce: h 
„ bimfelf he can net be his D. cio. But when once we 
ſeek no Honour, but What cométh from God, nor 
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any Pleaſure, but that of doing his Will, we ſhall 


find it eaſy to confeſs the Truth, with Undauntednels, 
both in Word and Deed. 


Let him then, who will come after CHRIST, deny 


„ himſelf, and tak? up his Craſi daily, and follow Him.“ 


And he that begins to be a Proficient in this, will find 


the Fear of Man vaniſhing of itſelf. For why do we fear 
Men ? For no other Reaſon, but becauſe we are afraid 
of the Croſs. And why do we fear the Croſs ? Becauſe 
we underitand not the Infinite Good that lies hid in it. 
Becauſe we apprehend not, that ſince the Fall, what- 
ever is really Good, mult ſpring up under the Crefs. 
3. And that we may never be weary of bearing it, 
or faint in cur Mirds, we ſhould frequently and deeply 
meditate on the Vanity, and even Nothinonefs of this 
World, this idle Dream, this vaniſhing Shadow; on 
the Nothingneſs of Man himſelf; a Worm, a Vapour, 
a Leaf driven by the Wind ; even in his beſt Eſtate, 
avaliing in a vain Shew, and diſquicting himſelf in wain ; 
on the glorious Majcity of the Almighty Creator of 
Heaven and Earth, and the. unſpeakable Joys that are 
at his Right-Hland for evermore; on the ſeveral De- 
grees of that Glory, which ſhall be proportion'd to 
our ſeveral Degrees of Obedience; and in. particular, 
on the mighty Rewards annex'd to the Denial of our- 
ſelves, and chearful taking up our Croſs. | 
4. The Servants of CurtsT find this alſo a ſure 
Means to conquer, when they are aſſaulted by the 
Fear of Man, io enter immediately into deepheditation 
on the bitter Paſſion of our Loa Dp. This is the Anti- 
dote which St. Peter preſcribes, Belowed, think it not 
firange concerning the fiery Trial, which is to try every one 


ef You; but rejoice, ina/much as Ye are made Partakers of 


7 be Sufferings of CHRIST, Eph. iv. 12. And fo St. 
Paul, Confider Flim, that endured ſuch Contradifion of 
Sinners againſt Himſelf. And again, Vie always bear 
about in the Bey the Dying of the Lord [isus, that the 
Life of Him oljo might be made manifeſt in our mortal 
Body. | 

This is the true Apoſtolick Mind, which few appte. 
hend; but thoſe who do apprehend ard obtain it, 


tread 
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tread in the ſame Steps, and declare themſelves Servants 
of the Living Gop in true Chearfulneſs of Faith. 
„They are not afraid of the Terror of Men, but ſanttijy 
the Lord God iu their Hearts: Having determined 270 
know and regard nothing but JESUS CHRIST, and Him 
C/ ucified, is 

Add to this, The Conſideration of thoſe faithful 
Companions of CHRIST, mentioned in the Scriptures 
as well as other Hiſtories. This was the Way St. Paul 
took to encourage them that were weak in Faith, in 
the 12th Chapter of his Epiſtle to the Hebrews ; which 
being an excellent Abſtract of the whole Old Teitament, 
cught to be more cſpecially ponder'd by us, and ap- 
plied f for the Support of our Faith, in all outward and 
inward Temptatiors. The Hiſtories likewiſc of the 
primitive, as well as later Martyrs, were they more 
attentively conſider'd, would contribute much. toward 
our attaining a true Boldneſs of Faith, ſo neceſlary for 
our Chriſtian Warfare. 

But chiefly(I repeat it again) Zook ye unto ISS us, the 
Author and Finiſher of cur Faith, Conſider Him, or 
ine tne Ce Word properly fignifies) make a Com- 
pariion, between what CuRisT hath ſuffer'd, and 
1 5 ye ſuffer >Confider what Proportion there is be- 
tween the Iwo; for fure it 15, if you will be his Fol- 
lowers, you muit be ever determined and proper ts 
ve//7 EVENT UNO Blood, ftriving at d au. 

This it was that ſ-» powerfully inſpired St. Paul, to 
expoſe himſelf to all Manner of Suiterings. For the 
Mark he always had in his Eye was, To 4zow CHRIST, 


and the Poauer of bis Neſarredtion, and the Filloavofhip of 


his Sufferings, being inade conformable unto his Death. 
And St. Feter, from the fame Ground, ſaith, F wwhez 
5 de well, and ſuffer fer it, yo take it patiently, this is ace 
table with Gop. For even hereunto were ye called ; be— 
4255 CHRIST ah ſuffered fir us, leaving us an Example, 
that wwe fe culd follow his Steps. Custsr himſelf alſo 
gives us the ſame Inſtruction: Ned er the Word which 
4 jaid unto you, The Servant i; not greater than his Lord. 
IF they pave ferjecuted me, they will alſo perjecute you 3 
wherefore, it any Man would in good Earneſt be rid 
Cy of 
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ot the Fear of Man, let him eye continually the 
Votample and Image of CaxIsT; and know aſſuredly, 
he car not be happier than when he cometh up to the 
reare{t Conformity with his ſuffering cruciged Logo, 
If his Love be fi:cere A it will kindle in his Heart an 
ardent Dekire to be mide like unto Him; and this De- 
fire will! | drſpel all ihe Fear of Man, becauſe it makes 
the Croſs, Which is fo bitter o the Fleſh, delightful to 


© — 
the Spirits ſo that it can no more hinder his drinking 


g'adiy ihe Cup a which his Full er bath given bim. 

Nay, St. Peid aſſutes us, that a Man not only over- 
Comes thereby, but that he is more than Conqueror ; inti- 
mating, that by this Victory be gains an inconceivable 
Adviniage over all the Sufferings that can befall bim 
for the Goſpel's Scke. o fhall ſeparate us from the 
Love r Gov? Shall Tribulation, or Dittes, or Pei ſecu- 
riens, or Famine, or Nateaueſs, or Peril, or Sxvord : 
Nay, in all tu, Things ve are more than Congquerers, 
Ner does he flop here, but expreſſes the undaunted 
chearfulneſs of . Heat yet mote emphatically; Ian 
{erſuadtd that neither Life, ner Death, nor Angels, ner 
Princibalities, ner Things piyjent, er Things t0 come, nor 
Het ht, mer Depth, nor ay (er Creature, Fall 2 able 
in jeparate us frem tne Leve cf (0D. Let US, dear 
:rethren, in like Manner, preſs on in Spirit into the 
living and powerful Fellowſhip of sus CRIST, 
fo that we may live no ore, but He may l. ve in us, and 
the Life which wwe now lie in the Fl We may live ly 
the Faitb of rhe Sox if Gon, uf loved us, and gave 
Hin: 7 fr as. Thus all Fear will foon 3 out of 
our Heart, and the joyful Spinrt of CHRIST will fi up 
the Room it had there, 2nd mike us prow in vtrength, 
comfort and encourage us in all our Combats, and af- 
_ us a continual T rain of Victories 

Let us then apply cu:icives to Gop in earneſt 
1 85 r, that he would be pleaſed tO vo uchſafe us this 


Spirit, even be Spirit ef. oxver,' aud of Lede, and ” 


@ found I lind. "1 his i not of us, but the tree G: it of 
Gop, winch Gift e is mult ready to impart to thoſe 
WO 
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who heartily pray for it. Let us then aſk, that we 
may receive; and more eſpecially at ſuch Times, when 
we are called to act any Thing. that requires ſome ex- 
erting of the Power of Faith, let us have a Care to 
do nothing according to our own Fancy, but, in the 
firſt Place, lay it open before God in Prayer, and then 
ſet upon it arm'd with the whole Armour of Goo, 

7 Now as jesus CHRIST is he that can moſt cer- 
tainly deliver us from all Fear of Man, ſo none can 
teach us better than He Himſelf, by what Means we 
muſt fight againſt it. And this he hath carefully done, 
eſpecially 1a tue latter Part of his State of Humiliation, 
leaving bis Diſciples, in his Farewell Diſcourſe to them, 
(St. John 13, 14, 15, 16, 17 Chapters) a moſt ef- 
fectua! Medicine againſt it. Now the chief Point in- 
ſiſted on herein, is his Promiſe of ſending the Holy 
G/oft to his Diſciples, whom alſo he calls the Comforter, 
becauſe He dtives away all fear of Man out of the 
Heart, filling and ove: flowing the fame (which bare 
Reaſon cannot do) with a Stream of Life and Pon er. 

Therefore, let him that would be a Follower of 
CHrIST in Truth, read and conſider this with due Ap- 
plication ; and then with full Aſſurance accept of, and 
rely upon, this his Promiſe, and with filial Freedom 
and Confidence pray to CHRIST to make it good unto 
him. And verily, if we do bear Reproach for his 
Name's Sake he Spirit of Glory and of Gob refleth upon 
#5. And fince CHRIS Himſclf is ſo near to them who 
ſuffer for his Sake, that thereby they become Habita- 
tions of Gop, upon which the Glory of Gop refteth, 
yea which are filled with tae Spirit of Glory and of 
God ; ſhoujd we not, when tempted to fear Man, be 
ſtrongly moved thereby, to refift the Temptation with 
all our Might, and fied(altly believe that the Pon er of 
God will be perfected in our Weakneſs? Ard ywiat a 
Comfort is it, that the Spirit Eimſelf bepeth our Infir- 
mittes? Ves, aud maketh Iulercgſſian for us with (au 
that ctenuot be utter? That is, moit powertully, and 
in a Manner altogether inconceivable by human Kea- 
ton: He being our continual Advocate in Heaven, and 

In 
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in the Council of the Holy Trinity, bequeathed to us 
by Cnaisr, as long as we continue Orphans in this 
World, Nay, CnRISsT Himſelf, who is at the Right 
Hand of Goo, ever making Intercefſion for us. O that 
we were throughly ſenſible of the Joy and Readineſs 
lodged in the Heart of Gop, to ſupport all thoſe who, 
ſeeking all tbeir Help from tiim alone, rely wholly 
on his paternal Goodneſs ! How eaſily then ſhould we 
get rid of the Fear of Man, and even bluſh for Shame, 
that we had ever been diverted by it from any good 
Undertaking ! 

8. But all thieſe Means will nothing avail, if we conſult 
in any Thing with Fleſh and Blood, or with other fear- 
ful Men. As ſoon as ever therefore we delire to be made 
free, we mult either wholl, forſake theſe Perions, and 
avoid all Converſation with them, or at leaſt vſe it fo 
far as abſolute Neccſlity requires, with the utmoſt Cau- 
tion and Circumſpection, Many hav? undertaken a 
good Thing in Readineſs of Faith, but while they did 
not ſet about it immediately. without conferting with 
Fleſh and Blood, but fitlt aſked the Advice of this and 
another Friend, they gave cver the Deſign, and ſtifled 
the Gift of Gob that was in them, Indeed, it is not to 
be expreſs'd how many uſeful Degus are by this Means 
hinder'd and laid aſide Doubt,efs we ought not to 
rely too much on our own Prudence, or to ſlight the 
Advice of experienc'd Men; but we muſt beware too 
of the other Extreme, of being , about with every 
Wind of Doctrine. For it is a good Thing, that the 
Heart be eitabliſhed ; which Stability is obtained by 
Faith, but is calily loſt again by the fearful Talk of 
thoſe who have little Faith. 

On the contrary, let us confer with the Holy A- 
| pollles, and obſerve the unuſual Earneſtneſs, wherewith 
they abour to fiee every one that nameth the Name of 
CurisT, from the Fear of Man Would you know 
with vw h. at Weapons they arm'd themleives againſt it, 
as good Seldiers: of JESUS CHRIST? Why they 7cot 
— {em the wwhele Armour of GOD, and fo were able to 
withſtand in the evil Day, And thus may you gain the 

Victory, 
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Victory, which you will never be able to obtain by 
human Weapons, ſuch as Wit and Learning. 
10. Indeed, not only the Writings of the Apoſtles ; 
not only all Holy Writ, from the Beginning thereof to 
| the End; but Heaven and Earth, yea and all the Crea- 
| tures of Gop, would aſſiſt us, would we conſider them 
with a believing Heart. Doth not our Saviour, to re- 
proach our idle Fear, ſend us even to the Sparrows for 
better Information? Are not tauo Sparrows /old for a 
Farthing? And one of them ſhall not fall to the Ground 
ewithout your Father. Nay, he directs us to the very 
Hairs of our Head, ſaying, But the very Hairs of your 
Head are all number d. Elſewhere, He takes the Graſs 
cf the Field to witneſs againſt our little Faith : And all 
this to expoſe our horrible Unbelief, and to repreſent 
to us in a clear Light, that a Man by Faith becomes 
the moſt glorious, and by Unbelief the moſt baſe and 
miſerable of all Creatures. 

11. Stand faft therefore, as becomes thoſe to whom 
are made all thoſe glorious Declarations ; Ye are a choſen 
Generation, a Royal Prieſihood, an Holy Nation, a peculiar 
Pecle; which plainly alludes to Exodus xix. 34. where 
woe find theſeemphatical Expreſſions of Gop,—Ye have 

ſeen what I did unto the Eg yptians, and how I bare you on 
Eagle's Wings, and brought you to Myjelf.——— Now there- 
fore, if ye will obey my Voice indeed, and keep my Covenant, 
then ye ſhall be a peculiar Treaſure unto Me above all People, 
For all the Earth is mine: And ye ſhall be a Kingdom of 
Pries, and an holy Nation. 

Now, not only HVael after the Fleſh, but all the 
People of Gop have a Right to lay claim to, and com- 
fort themſelves with all theſe his glorious Promiſes. 
And to what Purpoſe did He make them? Was it not 
to aflure all his Servants, that none, how powerful ſo- 
ever, ſhould be able to hurt them, as long as they con- 
tinued faithful to his Covenant? Nor is it poſlible for 
the whole World to hurt one that entirely relies on his 
Promiſes. For he who truſts in Gop, doth by this 
Faith ſo unite himſelf to the Power of the living Gop, 
that thereby he becomes much ſtronger than the whole 
World, whether viſible or inviſible. 26 
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This precious Promiſe of God, concerning the Royal 
Prieſthood of his Saints, was confirmed and ſealed by 
the Death and Blood of the Son of Gop. JESsUs 
CaeisT rhe faithful Witne/s, the fi begotten from the 

Dead, and the Prince of the Kings of the Earth, hath 
loved us, and waſhed us from our Sins in his owon Blood, 
and hath made us Kings and Pri:fts unto God and bis Fa- 
ther. Let every Chriſtian then demonſtrate himſelf to 
be one of theſe Royal Priets, by breaking through all 
Difficulties, ivto a true chearfulneſs of Faith, which is 
willing to give to all, without Reſpect of Perſons ; 
by fighting manfully the Battles of the Lozp, and 
prefling on for the Prize of his high Cal ing! 

Let every one that hath by Baptiſm begun to te- 
nounce the Devil and all his Works, entirely dedicate 
himſelf to the Service of tie Log of Heoſts : Let him 
deeply conſider, with how high and holy a Majeſty, 
with how grcat a Monarch (who indeed is the only Poten- 
tate) he hath entruſted his Soul and Body; and no more 
fear them which kill the B 24), but are not able to kill the 
Soul, Let him think with himſelf, how ſecure he is 
under the Protection of fo great a King. He davelleth 
in the Secret of the Maſt High; he atideiv in the Shadow 
of the Almighty, But let him alſo duly conſider, that 
he 1s not to fight this Combat by his ownStrength ; but 
that the Captain of the Lozy's Hoſts, delivering his 
own Sword to him, will arm him with his own Power, 
and ſay unto him, as He did unto Jo/pua, I will never 
lea ve thee ner firſake thee. Have not I commanded thee ? 
Be ſtrong, and of gocd Courage; be not afraid; neither be 
thou di/may'd: For the LORD thy Gob is with thee, 
wwhitherſoever thou goeſt. | 

In fine, renew thyſelf daily in the Spirit of thy 
Mind, and draw Life and Nouriſhment from the Word 
of Gop. Stir up thyſelf in Prayer, and ſtrengthen 
thyſelf with the Company of other faithful Chtiſtians; 
Since 2where two er three are gathered together in his Namo, 
here is CBRIET in the Miaſt of them, Thou oughtelt to 
Air up the Gift of Gov, the Child-like cheartul Spirit 
always, and without Intermiſſion, even as a Fire, by 
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conſtant blowing, is kept up to a Flame. Preſs to- 
ward higher Degrees of Faith, by pondering the Pro- 
miſes of Gop, and continually exerciſing thy Love to 
thy Neighbour, with all Singleneſs of Heart, to the 
uttermoſt of thy Power, wherever Gop giveth thee 
Opportunity. For nothing conduces more to the in- 
creaſe of Faith, than a continual Exerciſe of it. 

And if a Man knows himſelf to be naturally baſhful 
and fearful, let him with the greater Earreſtneſs aſſault 
this Enemy, and labour to keep a Conſcience void of 
Offence, leſt his natural Fearfulneſs grow upon him, 
Let him have a Care, in the Beginning, not to make 
himſelf the Slave of other Men, eſpecially of them 
that are in high Places, but behave himſelf always as 
a faithful Servant of Gop, in all Diſcretion and Hu- 
mility. Or if he have at laſt fallen ſhort, let him the 
more now encourage himſelf in Gop, to obey him 
henceforth rather than Man; not ſuffering himſelf to 
be any more ſhaken, either by Force or Subtilty. He 
ought to lift up his Head in the Power of CHRIST, 
though under the hardeſt Combat, and greateſt Poverty 
of Spirit: and to make the Glory of Gop his whole 
and ſole End, in all he does, or leaves undone. Bleſſed 
is he that thus ſtandeth his Ground in all Combats and 
Aſſaults; he ſhall go from Faith to Faith, from Strength 
to Strength, and finally, overcome and inherit all 
Things with CHRIST. 


e 
Of Coriftian Diſcretion, 
1. S Fleſh and Blood is commonly inclined either 


to exceed or fall ſhort in Matters of Duty, fo 
it is eaſy, while we avoid the Fear of Man, to run into 


Preſumption, Raſhneſs, Inconſiderateneſs. Therefore 


it 
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it is neceſſary that we be continually on our Guard, 
that ſo our Boldneſs may be ever temper'd by Wiſdom; 
that Wiſdom I mean which cometh from Above, and 
is called by St. Luke, The Wiſdom of the Fut. And ſo 
St. Paul ſtiles it, the Spirit of a tound Mind; Gop 
hath not given us the Spirit of Fear ; but of Power and 
of Lowe, and of a ſound Mind. For indeed, One Spirit 
works all this in Man; and through Him again in 
Others : Making him not only diſcharge his Duty with 
undaunted Courage, and giving him a pure Deſire to 

romote nothing but the Glory of Gop, and the Good 
of his Neighbour, but enabling him alſo, in all his 
Doings and Sufterings, to behave with Divine 
Prudence and Wiſdom. And F any lack this Ii dem, let 
him aſt of Gop, and it ſhall be given him, It ſhall be 
ſurcly given him who continually keeps a watchful Eye 
over his own Spirit; who is ever humbling himſelf in 
the Sight of Gop; and, like a helpleſs Infant, praying 
to Gop for Diſcretion and Underſtanding, and taking 
the Word of Gop for his conſtant Counſellor. 

2. Where this Foundation is laid, we need not fear 
any Hurt from the Boldneſs of Faith. And tho' per- 
haps, for Want of Experience, it may not always be ex- 
erted in due Time and Place, yet are we to take Heed, 
as ſoon as we are ſenſible of it, not to be too much 
dejected for this Imperfection; but to praiſe God, who 


therefore ſhews us our Failings, that we may mend 


them, and who will Himſelf ſopply what is yet behind. 
And whenever we obſerve fuch Failings in others, we 
ought to be particularly cautious how we judge them. 
For Gop will not judge according to our, but accord- 
ing to his own Mind; and ont cf the Mouths of Babes 
and Sucklings He hath fien ferficted Praiſe. 8 
But hereby we do not in the leaſt reflect upon any 
one, who, from a long Experience in the Ways of the 
Loa p, doth, in the Spirit of Love, mind his Brother 
of the Failings which have overtaken him in any of his 
Actions. By this he doth not ſtifle any Good that is 
in him, but rather prunes the good U'rec from its ſu— 
perflubus, irregular Shoots, taking Care of and having 
an 
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an Eye over it, that it may bring forth its Fruit in due 
Seaſon. 

3. And that we may be aſſured of ſo doing, we muſt, 
before all Things, conſider, that there is no true Faith, 
without Repentance, ſo neither can there be any true 
Boldneſs of Faith, unleſs a Man exerciſe himſelf daily 
in it. For the Undauntedneſs of Faith, is no ſuch 
groundleſs Raſhneſs, as is found in a wild Soldier: But 
it is the Fear of Gon, which baving taken Poſſeſſion 
of the Heart, expels the Fear of Man; and where the 
Spirit of Man is trvly humbled, and broken under 
the mighty Hand of Gor, there the Spirit of Goo 
dwells and exerts itſelf ſo gloriouſly, that there is no 
Room for the Fleſh to boaſt. Let no Man deceive him- 
ſelf. There is no true Faith, without Holineſs of 
Heart and I.ife. Whatever is ſeparate from this, can- 
not laſt long, be the Appearance of it ever ſo glorious. 

4. Again, the true Boldneſs of Faith is known, by 


its continually working by Love. By Faith a Man is 


made a Lord over all ; but by Love, a Servant of all. 
By Faith he is a King; but by Love, a ſpiritual Prieſt, 
miniflring, not loding, in CurtsT's Sanctuary, 
Now when a Man doth not abide in Love, but is ſway- 
ed by Anger, Hatred, or the like, and perhaps break- 
ing out in Scoffing, Railing or Bitterneſs, he muſt not 
pretend to Boldneſs of Faith: And tho? he may have 
had ſome Degree of it before, it is now corrupted and 
loſt. Therefore in this Caſe, a Man oaght firſt to 
humble himſelf before Gop, and when he is ſincerely 
renew'd in the Spirit of his Mind, then to preſs on 
again in the Work of Faith, the Patience of Hope, and 
the Labour of Lore. | 

5. To keep up this Doldneſs, we muſt continue ig 
Prayer, and in Child-like Communion with Gop: For 
by this, the Mind is bet guarded tom vain Excurſions, 
and inſpired with Meckneſs iowards all den. And 
whoever, by umib'e, fervent, and co: {tant Prayer, 
labours af era ſtticter Uni: with Gob, will not only 
be rortified apaintt all Precipitanevy and Haſtineſs of 
Spitit, but alſo againſt tcmpting Gov, cf vhich Men 
of little Faith are particularly careful to caution.him. 


6. Nei- 
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6. Neither does this Boldneſs of Faith at all interfere 
with the Obedience which Inferiors of every Kind owe to 
their reſpective Superiors; Only remembring, that we 
are never to pay any one ſo unlimited, blindfold an 
Obedience, as to prefer the Authority of Man before 
the clear Command of Gop. 

This Caution 1s highly neceſſary; there being but 
too many, who think they act intirely in Faith, when 
indeed they are only following their own Fancy, with- 
out any Warrant from the Word of God. And this 
Diſtemper is the more dangerous, the leſs Remedy can 
be apply'd to cure it. For thoſe that wvalk in the Light 
of the Fire of their own kindling, if they are adviſed to 
true Humility, Diſcretion, aud Obedience, are apt to 
ſuſpect that it proceeds from a Deſign of lording over 
their Conſciences ; and that all the Advice given them, 
15 no better than the Fruit of Unbelief and the Fear of 
Man. They think themſelves happy that they do 
not adhere to Men; without taking Notice how deep 


they are enſlaved to themſelves. But he is truly wiſe, 


who humbles himſelf more and more, and is always 
ready to ſubmit to all Men. For where Humility is, 
the Enemy fiuds no Room for his moſt dangerous 
Tempftations. 

7. Let us then continually join the Exerciſe of daily 
Repentance, the Denial of ourſelves and of our own 
Wills, of true Humility, Obedience, Submiſſion, Prayer, 
of the Meekneſs and Patience of CHRIST, of hearty 
Love for our Brethren, and Compaſſion for their Fail- 
ings, and all cther Virtues that flow from the Wiſdom 
which cometh from abote: Let us, I ſay, join and 
knit all theſe together with the chearful Exerciſe of 
Faith and Truſt in Goo. Let us excie one another, 


with comfortable Words, to cait off all Fear of Man. 


Whereſvever Cop hath wrought a good Will, let us 
take Heed of damping it in any of the lealt Members 
of CHRIST But jet us cheriſh it by the Word of the 


Goſpel; and by the Rules of true Chriftian Diſcretion, 


keep it within ſuch Bounds, as may bring it to a fuller 
and more ſubſtantial Maturity. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP VII. 


Of the Good which arijeth from the Boldneſs of Faith, con- 


quering the Fear of Man. 


5 HE Eleventh Chapter to the Hebrews lays an 
ample Foundation for Reflections on the Glo- 
rious Effects of Faith, and on that Power of Gop 
which hath at all Times ſo exerted itſelf in true Be- 
lievers: But here it will be neceſſary to bid you 
take Heed of making Gop changeable, by ſaying 
with the unbelieving World, This indeed has been 
done formerly, but now Miracles are ceaſed.” For by 
this falſe Maxim, ſuggeſted from the Bottomleſs Pit, 
the higheſt Diſhonour is thrown upon the Living God, 
All his Promiſes are made void, All the Examples He 
hath ſet before our Eyes are abſolutely uſeleſs and im- 
pertinent; yea, and All bis Calls and Aliurements to 
an Active Faith, are rendered null and inſignificant. 
And whereas, in Truth, we have none to blame but 
ourſelves, for not treading in the ſame Footſteps of Faith, 
in which the Saints of old walked, and conſequently, ' 
for not ſeeing the Glory of Gop as they did, we hereby 
caſt all the Blame upon Gos, and defire a Difference of 
Times; whereas the Difference, in Reality, lies not in 
the Times, but in the Perſons. | 
For tho? it cannot be ſaid, that every Believer now 
muſt do the very ſame Works that were done by Abra- 
ham or Miſes, yet ought every one to fellow the Faith of 
theſe holy Men, and to exert the ſame with full Power 


and Energy in that State and Condition wherein Gop 
' hath placed him, and in thoſe Circumſtances that daily 


offer; and in ſo doing he may be fully aſſured, that he 
(as well as they) ſhall ſee the Glory of Gop. And with 
ſuch a Heart and Mind are the Scriptures to be read, 
and the Examples and glorious Effects of Faith to be 
conſidered ; that fo we may receive Strength and Holy 
Boldneſs, more ncarly to unite ourſelves with Gop, 
and to enjoy his infinite Love and Faithfulneſs in a more 
ample ard abundant Manner, 

2. Now becauſe Faith, tho? it be ſo high and preci- 
ous a Gift of God, is not commonly eſteemed accord- 


ing 


1 


ing to its Dignity, it is the more needful to obſerve, 
what the Scripture throughout teacheth, That all the 
Good which was ever wrought in the World by Man, 
was done by Faith, whereby Men are ſo united to Gov, 
that Al Things are palſible to them. Wherefore it is 
highly neceſſary, with all Plainneſs and Earneſtneſs, to 
repreſent, not only to the World, but to the Chiidren 
of Gop too, that Faith is ſomething far more glorious 
than Reaſon can conceive or expreſ-; for 'till a Man 
is ſenſible of this, he is utterly unable to comprehend 
what an 1neſtimable Treaſure it brings with it. But 
when once he comes to know that it is the Subſtance, 
bbc, the Ground and Bottom of Things hoped for, 
whereon, as an immoveable Foundation, All the in- 
conceivable Goods we hope for, do reſt, and an 2:yyS, 
or convincing Evidence and Teſtimony of the Spirit, 
which aſſures us beyond all Doubt of Things not ſeen : 
I ſay, where Faith is thus known and felt in a Man's 
Heart, then he ſees the Advantage of that Faith which 
overcometh All Fear of Man, and is of ſo large a 
Compaſs, as to contain All, and more than All we can 
aſk or think. 

For then he diſcovers, that it is Faith which delivers 
a Man from all Evil of Soul and Body, and on the 
other Hand puts him in Poſſeſſion of Soveicign Bliſs, 
and fills him with the Fulneſs of Gop : Yea, and that 
whenever (either in the Old or New Teſtament; He 
would perform any Thing great and Glorious, He hath 
always employ'd thoſe whom Faith had ſet free from 
the liavith Fear of Man: A fingle Man, ſetting aſide 
the Fear of Fleſh and Blood, and going forth in the 
Name of the Living Gop, hath frequently ſaved a 
whole Nation. And what was more remarkable in the 
Apoſtles, at their Beginning to presch the Goſpel, 
than their great Boldneſs, at which the High-Prieft, 
Sctibes and Elders ſtood amazed? And for this Reaton 
they are ſet before us as Examples, teaching by the | 
Victory of their Faith, to confeis CurisT before Al! 
Men without Feai, and bear his Croſs, that we may 
partake of his G'ory | 
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